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Dates: 
Monday - Thursday 

June 15 - 18 
June 22 - 25 
July 13 - 16 
July 20 - 23 

 
Times: 

8:30 - 11:30 AM 
12:30 - 3:30 PM 

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

Why NWTA?
Because all children deserve to have their learning needs 
met, including our high potential students!  
 
Northwest Talent Academy is dedicated to meeting the 
needs of those identified high potential learners by providing 
unique challenges in a fast-paced and engaging  
educational environment. 
 
NWTA offers a wide variety of educational and enriching  
opportunities, covering subjects from STEM to music to  
creative thinking, and much more. Programming is designed 
to pique interests, develop passions, and make education 
both exciting and enticing for our high-potential learners. 

Contact us: 
 

Jenine: 763-272-2465 
Program Coordinator 

 
Jeremiah: 763-272-2031 

Community Ed Director 

 
Clay: 763-272-2841 
Enrichment Coordinator 

 
CE Office: 763-272-2030 

M-F 7:45 AM-3:45 PM

Dates/Times/Location

Registration

Schedule

Class Descriptions

Instructors

Registration Deadlines: 
 
Early Bird Discount from Feb 3-March 15 $10 off all classes 
 
Classes determinations will be made the week of March 23.  
Classes that do not meet the minimum number of participants, 
will be cancelled. Students will be given a chance to move to 
a different class that is running the same week or a full refund 
will be given. (Additional fees may apply) 
 
Starting March 30, only partial refunds (50%) will be given for 
classes cancelled by the participant, if above the minimum 
number of students to run the class.  Students may move to a 
different class that is running without penalty if minimum  
enrollment has been met. 
 
After May 4, no refunds will be given classes cancelled by the 
participant or changes to schedules.

Location: 
Monticello 

High School 
5225 School Blvd.



Registration

monticello.ce.eleyo.com

Search Northwest Talent Academy or find it with 
the explore all programs. 

Once you land on the course catalog you can 
view all available classes. 
  
Locations, prices and availability are listed. 
 
If the class is full it will show a waitlist.  
 
Review your program and check out.

NWTA Member Directory
Annandale 

Becker 
Big Lake 

Buffalo Hanover Montrose 
Elk River Area Schools 

Maple Lake 
Monticello 

St. Michael/Albertville 

We will have a supervised lunch 
from 11:30 - 12:30 for students 
taking two half day classes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch is not provided. Please 
pack a lunch, snack and water 

bottle for your child. 
 
 

Parent drop off time is 15  
minutes prior to class. 

 
Pick up time is at the end  

of class. 



NWTA June 15-18 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

A Series of Unfortunate Events Book Club! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $130 

AI & CSI Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 3-5 $230 

Adventures with Myth Exploration Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $140 

Amazing Author Association Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 2-6 $136 

Art You Ready! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-5 $146 

Welcome to Four Days Around the World Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 3-4 $270 

Welcome to Four Days Around the World Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 5-6 $270 

Calling All Board Gamers Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $140 

Coding Music with Sonic-Pi Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $119 

Crime Busters Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $130 

Culture Shock! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $130 

DIY SCI Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 6-8 $130 

Engineering Your Own Contraptions Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $136

Engineering Your Own Contraptions Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $136

Extreme Minecraft Building Challenge Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-6 $126

Genius Week: Passion Project Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $126

Harry Potter Computer Coding Club Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-8 $246

Kids Vs. Wild Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-6 $156

Let's Put the E in STEAM! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $146

Make It A Musical! (2 weeks) Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-8 $256

Meet the Art (2 weeks) Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $476

Minecraft for Beginners Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-3 $126

Multiplication Mania and Hands-on Challenges Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $126

Musical Objects Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $119

Our Side of the Mountain Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-8 $160

Playing with Paper: Paper Art Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-7 $130

Predator and Prey Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $230

Reach for the Stars, Galaxy and Universe! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $236



NWTA June 15-18 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

STEM Challenges Fairy Tale Style Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $230 

The Physics of Roller Coasters! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $306 

NWTA June 22-25 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

A Series of Unfortunate Events Book Club! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-6 $130 

AI & CSI Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 3-5 $230 

Adventures with Myth Exploration Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $140 

Amazing Author Association Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-6 $136 

Art You Ready! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-5 $146 

Coding More Music Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $119 

Culture Shock! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $130 

Drawing with the Illusion of Depth Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 7-8 $240

Engineering Your Own Contraptions Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $136 

Engineering Your Own Contraptions Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $136 

Escape Room-Crack the Code Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-7 $165 

Exploration Universe Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-6 $136

Extreme Minecraft Building Challenge Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-6 $126

Genius Week: Passion Project Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $126

Harry Potter Computer Coding Club Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-8 $246

How to be an Astronaut Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $120

Kids Vs. Wild Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-6 $156

Welcome to Hogwarts! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-7 $140

Why Do They Eat That???!! 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $140

Zoo-tastic (Animal Research) Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-3 $126

Mon - Thur



NWTA June 22-25 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

Let's Put the E in STEAM! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $146

Minecraft for Beginners Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-3 $126 

Multiplication Mania and Hands-on Challenges Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $126 

Musical Objects Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $119 

Our Side of the Mountain Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-8 $160 

Playing with Paper: Paper Art Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-7 $130 

Predator and Prey Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $230 

NWTA July 13-16 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

A Crash Course in Genetics Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $246

A Series of Unfortunate Events Book Club! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $130 

Art You Ready! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-5 $146 

Coding Music With Sonic-Pi Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 5-8 $119 

Crime Busters Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $130 

Culture Shock! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $130 

Escape Room-Crack the Code Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-7 $165 

Extreme Minecraft Building Challenge Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-6 $126 

GIRLs POWER Up Computer Coding Club Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-5 $246 

Reach for the Stars, Galaxy and Universe! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $236 

STEM Challenges Fairy Tale Style Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $230 

The Great Desert Island STEM Challenge Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-6 $130 

The Physics of Roller Coasters! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $306 

Welcome to Hogwarts! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-7 $140 

Why Do They Eat That???!! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $140 

Zoo-tastic (Animal Research) Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $126 



NWTA July 13-16 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

Genius Week: Passion Project Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $126

How to be an Astronaut Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $120 

Kids Vs. Wild Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-6 $156 

Mastering Painting Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $260 

Minecraft for Beginners Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-3 $126 

Musical Objects Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $119 

NWTA Musical Theatre Experience (2 weeks) Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-8 $456 

Our Side of the Mountain Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-8 $160 

Poetry and Music Slam Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 6-8 $120 

Predator and Prey Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $230 

The Great Desert Island STEM Challenge Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-6 $130 

The Physics of Roller Coasters! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $306 

Welcome to Hogwarts! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-7 $140

Why Do They Eat That???!! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $140

Zoo-tastic (Animal Research) Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $126

NWTA July 20-23 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

A Series of Unfortunate Events Book Club! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $130

Calling All Board Gamers Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $140 

Coding More Music Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $119 

Crime Busters Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $130 

Drawing 101 Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $250 

Escape Room-Crack the Code Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-7

GIRLs POWER Up Computer Coding Club Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $246 

$165 

STEM Challenges Fairy Tale Style Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $230 



NWTA July 20-23 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

Mexican STEAM Challenge

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $126

Mexican STEAM Challenge

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM 2-4 $126 

Musical Objects

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $119 

Origami-The Art of Folding Paper

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $130 

Poetry and Music Slam

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM 6-8 $120 

Predator and Prey

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $230 

The Great Desert Island STEM Challenge

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM 4-6

The Harry Potter Experience

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM 4-6 $136 

$130 

The Physics of Roller Coasters!

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $306 

Why Do They Eat That???!!

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $140 

Zoo-tastic (Animal Research)

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $126 

Our Side of the Mountain

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM 2-8 $160 

Mon - Thur

L.E.G.O. my what?!?!?! 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-5 $250



Class Descriptions

A Crash Course in Genetics - Grades 6-8 
 
Have you ever wondered what makes 
you...you? Where your eye or hair color comes 
from? Your freckles, dimples, allergies, and 
everything else that makes you… you comes 
from?! We will explore DNA found in strawber-
ries, create your very own DNA Double- Helix 
model and dive into different mutations and 
variations in our genetics!!! Join me in hands on 
exploration of DNA!! 
Instructor: Gabe Severson

A Series of Unfortunate Events Book Club! 
Grades 4-8 
 
Treacherous, vile, terrible..Oh My! We will dive 
deep into Lemony Snicket A Series of Unfortu-
nate Events book series (13 book set). We will 
read some passages aloud in class, discuss the 
characters and storyline in depth, as well as do 
some fun activities related to the series. We will 
span a total of 4 weeks to cover the entire 13 
books. It will be a series of events you will not 
want to miss!! 
Instructor: Tonya Pierson

AI & CSI-Grades 3-5 
 
Artificial Intelligence & Coding, Storytelling,  
Inventing (AI & CSI): Create new inventions, 
games, and stories with code! You’ll explore  
Artificial Intelligence concepts and the  
connections to coding. You’ll build your  
computational thinking skills, and practice with 
a variety of programming tools and languages. 
We will have a blast with machine learning 
concepts as you design, storytell, and problem-
solve with code. Whether you are a first-time 
coder, or if you have some programming  
experience (or if you took my course last year), 
this new course will expand your understanding 
of AI and push your creativity! 
Instructor: Megan Bateman



Class Descriptions

Adventures with Myth Exploration -  
Grades 3-5 
 
Stomp, stomp, stomp! Coming through the 
windy labyrinth is a half-bull, half-man - it’s a 
Minotaur! Stories with Minotaurs, Thor, Re, 
Athena, and a Pegasus...must be a myth! There 
are so many myths to explore. This class will in-
clude discovering myths from different cultures 
including Greek, Egyptian, and Norse mythol-
ogy. Activities will include reading myths, act-
ing them out, and writing a myth. We will also 
be creating a mythical creature, making a dog 
tag or necklace, and designing ancient myth 
trading cards. If you enjoy exciting stories and 
want to have fun creating a mythical creature 
and making trading cards while learning about 
myths - then this is the class for YOU! 
Instructor: Stacey J Rosa

Amazing Author Association-Grades 2-6 
 
Do you LOVE to read and make connections 
with books? Sign up to ASSOCIATE with this 
group and enjoy author PATRICIA POLACCO'S 
memoirs. You may be inspired to draw, bake, 
craft, and even research a little science or his-
tory all during our class! 
Instructor: Deb Hoaby

Art You Ready!-Grades 2-5 
 
This class is for the next generation of inspiring 
Picassos and Van Goghs! Learn about a select 
number of famous artists and analyze famous 
artwork, including the mediums used, style, and 
main characteristics. Students will use oil pastels 
as the main art medium, paper, and canvases. 
Students will practice drawing, learn about 
shape, perspective, color, and mood. Students 
will get to practice daily using the oil pastel 
medium. They will practice painting specific as-
signed shapes from pictures and from real-life 
objects. They will have the opportunity to prac-
tice the skills they learn at home, bring back 
their artwork and practice explaining and 
showing their masterpieces, and practice ap-
preciation and positive feedback towards 
peers. Their final project will be to paint a pic-
ture of choice using oil pastel and utilizing the 
specific skills and mediums worked on through-
out the class. 
Instructor: Hannah Prange

Benvenuto, Unjani, Yokoso, Bienvenido,  
Welcome to Four Days Around the World! 
Grades 3-4 
 
During this experience, you will explore four 
countries through food, culture, language 
music, dance, crafts, and a STEM project con-
nected to problems and/or geographical as-
pects of the country. Each day you will prepare 
and cook a cultural dish in the kitchen. Dis-
cover the language used. Enjoy music from 
each country along a with craft that represents 
their culture. You will be able to use your cre-
ativity and problem solving skills through a STEM 
project representative of each country. Each 
day you will be preparing a component lead-
ing to our culminating fiesta party. 
Instructor: Teresa Dotterer



Class Descriptions

Benvenuto, Unjani, Yokoso, Bienvenido,  
Welcome to Four Days Around the World! 
Grades 5-6 
 
During this experience, you will explore 4  
counties through food, culture, language, 
music, dance, crafts and a STEM project  
connected to problems and/or geographical 
aspects of the country. Each day you will  
prepare and cook a cultural dish in the kitchen, 
discover the language used, enjoy music from 
each country along with a craft that represents 
their culture. You will be able to use your  
creativity and problem-solving skills through a 
STEM project representative of each country. 
Each day you will be preparing a component 
leading our culminating Mexican Fiesta party 
experience. 
Instructor: ZoeAnn Allen

Calling All Board Gamers-Grades 5-8 
 
Do you enjoy playing games like Catan, Ticket 
to Ride, Clue, Spyfall and Pandemic? Would 
you also like the chance to play games like 
these and more with other gamers and learn 
gaming wit and strategy? Join the board 
game wizards as we learn strategy, negotia-
tion, cooperation, and critical thinking all while 
having fun playing the games we love! 
Instructor: Amanda Plude

Coding More Music-Grades 5-8 
 
This course is an expansion of the Coding Music 
with Sonic-Pi course for students with prior  
experience. In our lessons, we will dig into new 
coding systems such as Earsketch, ChucK, and 
PureData to discover new ways to create 
music. Lessons are structured to emphasize the 
importance of creativity in the learning process 
and give students the knowledge to turn their 
sonic ideas into reality! 
Instructor: Walt Boyd

Crime Busters-Grades 5-8 
 
Want to know how to solve crimes? We will look 
into different types of evidence and how it is 
used to solve crimes such as fingerprinting, fiber 
and hair analysis, imprints and trace analysis. 
Instructor: Marc Olig



Class DescriptionsCulture Shock!-Grades 2-4 
 
We will take an action packed trip around the 
world without even leaving Minnesota! 
Throughout the week we will be exploring: 
China, Mexico, Italy, Germany, France, Egypt, 
and the Ojibwe. In each place we will experi-
ence food, games, holidays, and other parts of 
their unique cultures. Each day students will fill 
out their passport with tales of their journeys 
and have at least 1 craft to bring home. At the 
end of the week the students will even get to 
visit a country of their choice and share their 
trip with the class. 
Instructor: Kaitlin Beck

DIY SCI-Grades 6-8 
 
“Don’t try this at home” does NOT apply here! 
DIY SCI will encourage the discovery of scien-
tific concepts through dramatic scientific 
demonstrations that students will be able to  
reproduce on their own. Students will create 
and launch rockets, make vortex rings that 
travel across an entire gym, design a LASER 
light show, construct their own electromagnets, 
use the power of science to levitate objects 
and many more exciting demonstrations. At 
the end of each day students will come home 
with a couple DIY science toys and a renewed 
interest in our amazing Universe. 
Instructor: Tony Kortenkamp

Drawing 101-Grades 6-8 
 
In this course we will be focusing on drawing. 
Techniques of drawing, different styles (realistic, 
abstract, & cartoon,), and focusing on artist  
famous for their drawings. Each day we will  
explore different mediums to use along with 
drawing (marker, pencil, pen.) Our final project 
for, creating our very own enlarged self- portrait 
which will then give us the opportunity to show 
off our favorite drawing skills. 
Instructor: Austin Gorecki

Engineering Your Own Contraptions 
Grades 2-4 
 
Have you ever thought about being your own 
inventor? Or thought about what would  
happen if you took regular household items 
and turned them into a unique contraption 
that can move a matchbox car without ever 
touching it?! We will be exploring and manipu-
late a variety of items that will make up our six 
simple machines. These machines consist of 
lever, pulley, wheel and axle, inclined plane, 
wedge, and the screw. Make sure to bring your 
thinking caps and be prepared to create, test, 
and improve your simple machines. 
Instructor: Gabe Severson

Drawing with the Illusion of Depth-Grades 7-8 
 
A big part of drawing realistically is creating the 
illusion of depth, or making it look like you could 
step further into a picture. This course will take 
you through the different rules and techniques 
on how to trick your viewers into thinking they're 
looking at a realistic scene. We will cover all 
types of perspective, 1 through 5-point. We will 
also practice shading, which will help things 
looks even more realistic. After completion of 
the course, all students will be able to see the 
way an artist sees.All skill levels accepted! We 
will cover surprisingly simple rules that will turn 
any rookie artist into an advanced artist in the 
span of 4 days. 
Instructor: Justin Walbrun



Class Descriptions

Extreme Minecraft Building Challenge 
Grades 3-6 
 
Do you love Minecraft and building? Then this 
is the class for you! Each day in this class we will 
create a new amazing structure to meet the 
day's EXTREME building challenge. We will  
create a blueprint of our build and try it out in 
the digital world. This is the ideal class for  
people who are already comfortable with the 
basics of Minecraft. 
Instructor: Luke Beck

Escape Room-Crack the Code-Grades 5-7 
 
Do you like decoding? Locating secret codes? 
Searching for hidden clues? Then this class is for 
you! Learn strategies for cracking the codes for 
escape rooms then put those skills to the test at 
the end of the week when we try to break out 
of a real escape room! 
Instructor: Deb Chapa

Engineering Your Own Contraptions 
Grades 5-8 
 
Have you ever thought about being your own 
inventor? Or thought about what would  
happen if you took regular household items 
and turned them into a unique contraption 
that can move a matchbox car without ever 
touching it?! We will be exploring and manipu-
late a variety of items that will make up our six 
simple machines. These machines consist of 
lever, pulley, wheel and axle, inclined plane, 
wedge, and the screw. Make sure to bring your 
thinking caps and be prepared to create, test, 
and improve your simple machines. 
Instructor: Gabe Severson

Exploration Universe-Grades 4-6 
 
Come on an adventure through the Universe 
as we learn about our place in space. We’ll see 
crazy objects that really exist and build tools to 
investigate the night sky. From planets, moons, 
comets, and real meteorites to touch; to black 
holes, supernova explosions, traveling through 
time, and building a working telescope.  
If you've ever wondered just how big our  
Universe is, or what creates a "Shooting Star", or 
what it might be like to travel to a black hole? 
Then this is your class. We'll even learn how to 
travel through time! We’ll cover it all and more 
in this interactive experience about our  
amazing Universe. 
Instructor: Tony Kortenkamp



Class Descriptions

Genius Week: Passion Project-Grades 5-8 
 
This course is based on Google's concept of  
allowing its engineers to spend 20% of their time 
to work on projects they are passionate about. 
It is said that Gmail and Google news were  
created during this 20% project time! This 
course will allow students the opportunity to 
delve into investigating one of their passions 
and sharing their learning with others. Students 
will brainstorm and generate questions about 
something they are passionate about, before 
researching and creating a project to share (a 
model, poster, book, display, etc.). This course 
will tap into student's creativity, problem  
solving, critical thinking, and research skills.  
Student's may choose to research anything 
from how cheetahs run so fast, why do humans 
need sleep, or how was the Linnaeus system 
created. 
Instructor: Nicole Meier

GIRLs POWER Up Computer Coding Club 
Grades 2-5 & 6-8 
 
GIRLs POWER Up Coding Club is a program for 
girls only! Two different sessions (one for girls 
grades 2-5 & one for girls grades 6-8) will teach 
participants about computer science in a fun 
and safe environment while building  
confidence! Participants learn about coding 
and join a sisterhood of girls who are using 
computer science to become change-makers. 
GIRLs POWER Up Coding Club will build  
character and coding skills as the girls learn, 
plan, build, and celebrate together to create 
projects they care about! Throughout the club, 
all members will: 
 
Learn to see themselves as computer scientists 
while creating coding projects of their own  
design 
 
Participate in fun activities both on the  
computer and 'unplugged' 
 
Get hands on with computer science through 
coding robots, animation, video game  
creation and digital art projects 
 
Learn a variety of programming languages, 
from block-based code to Python and 
JavaScript 
 
Depending on student level, more advanced 
topics like object-oriented programming, data 
structures, and algorithms may be covered 
 
These sessions are for all girls with a wide range 
of computer science experience. All skill levels 
are welcome! Go GIRL POWER!!! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

GENIUS



Class Descriptions

Kids Vs. Wild-Grades 2-6 
 
Do you have what it takes to survive the  
Minnesota wilderness? In this class you'll learn 
how and put your skills to the test! We will spend 
the week learning about what the wilderness 
of Minnesota has to offer and how we can sur-
vive in it. Students will have a chance to set up 
a tent, build a fire, and experience cooking  
outdoors! We will also create a winter survival 
kit and talk about how to survive in different  
environments. On our last day, we will use our 
survival knowledge on a class time camping 
field trip to a nearby park. We will be spending 
some class time each day outside, so please 
make sure your student is dressed appropri-
ately for the weather. 
Instructor: Kaitlin Beck

Harry Potter Computer Coding Club 
Grades 2-8 
 
In the Harry Potter Computer Coding Club you 
will get to explore the world of Harry Potter like 
never before! Wizards and computer program-
mers have much more in common than you 
think. With just a few words, both can make 
things appear from thin air and control them. 
Writing programs is a lot like casting a spell, as 
both use carefully chosen words in specific  
orders to work. Students will cast computer  
science spells using Scratch, JavaScript, 
micro:bits and block coding to make hats that 
sort, feathers fly, catch a Snitch, compose 
music, and more. There will be daily 'unplugged' 
activities that challenge Muggles and Magical 
alike, including Whomping Willow and Gringott's 
Run. The art of learning and fun of performing 
magic combine in this Wizarding World course 
designed for students with all skill levels and 
Harry Potter knowledge! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

How to be an Astronaut-Grades 4-8 
 
Want to know what is beyond our world? Want 
to learn about the people and things that have 
been there? We will look first at the history of 
space travel. Then we will look at space from 
the Earth out. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

L.E.G.O. my what?!?!?!- Grades 2-5 
 
Did you know that LEGOS come from Den-
mark... along with Brio Trains and the new hot 
ticket toy Plus Plus?!?!?! In this class we will  
incorporate engineering tactics and design  
elements as we explore these AMAZING Danish 
inventions. You will have the opportunity to  
explore technology with them, such as Dash 
 robots, while completing a variety of chal-
lenges that will stretch even the biggest LEGO 
fan's brian... it is SO MUCH MORE than just  
playing with or building LEGO creations....This 
class is for EVERYONE who loves to create and 
challenge themselves while using these  
OUTSTANDING Danish inventions! 
Instructor: Gabe Severson



Class Descriptions

Mastering Painting-Grades 6-8 
 
In this course we will be working and mastering 
both Acrylic Paints, and Watercolor. You will 
learn different techniques and skills, that will 
lead you to your own painting masterpiece. 
Bob Ross will be an amazing inspiration when 
we work on our Acrylic Landscape Paintings. 
Instructor: Austin Gorecki

Make It A Musical!-Grades 3-8 (2 weeks) 
 
Last year's acting classes were a hit! But the kids 
said, "Make it a musical!" This year, that's exactly 
what we'll do. Over the course of two weeks of 
morning classes, we will work on auditioning, 
acting, singing and dancing--culminating with 
a performance! The first week of class will focus 
on terminology, technique, auditioning, acting, 
character work, blocking, memorization, cho-
reography and becoming familiar with the 
music. The second week will focus on singing 
and rehearsing to put the show together. *Stu-
dents are required to attend both weeks in 
order to perform in the musical. Parents and 
families are invited to attend a performance 
on the final day of class! 
Instructor: Michelle Thompson & Jaci Decker

Let's Put the E in STEAM!-Grades 3-5 
 
How far can you make a catapult fling a cork? 
What material works best to make a  
waterslide? So many questions! So much  
engineering! Let’s use the engineering design 
loop to find some answers. If you love STEAM, 
creating, and are interested in engineering you 
won’t be disappointed with this class. While 
using a vibrating motor and a button cell  
battery we will create a bristlebot and  
ultimately some beautiful artwork with the 
bristlebot. If you have a LOVE for STEAM and 
enjoy being creative… this engineering class 
 is the ONE for YOU! I can’t wait to create  
with you! 
Instructor: Stacey J Rosa

Meet the Art-Grades 6-8 (2 weeks) 
 
In this course we will be exploring the history of 
the arts, looking back in time and creating 
works (by: Jasper Johns, Vincent Van Gogh, 
Andy Warhol, Hokusai and More!), watching 
videos, and talking about artist from both the 
past and present. As our final project we will be 
making a sculpture, that will each individually 
focus on one of our favorite Movement. 
Instructor: Austin Gorecki



Class Descriptions

Minecraft for Beginners-Grades 2-3 
 
Have you always wanted to learn how to play 
Minecraft? Then this is the class for you! Each 
day in this class we will create a new amazing 
structure all while learning the basic skills of 
Minecraft. We will create a blueprint of our 
build and try it out in the digital world. This is the 
ideal class for people who are brand new to 
Minecraft. 
Instructor: Luke Beck

Musical Objects-Grades 5-8 
 
This class invites students to create musical 
compositions together using everyday objects. 
Students will be able to explore different sounds 
that can be made with found objects and will 
learn how to turn those sounds into fully  
produced music using digital audio worksta-
tions and notation software. No prior  
experience is needed! 
Instructor: Walt Boyd

Musical Theatre Experience-Grades 4-8 
(2 weeks) 
 
In Musical Theatre Experience participating  
students can expect to be engaged in singing, 
acting, and movement based activities work-
ing our skills to become "Triple Threats." We will 
have fun each and every day working toward 
the goal of putting on a staged musical  
performance at the end of the two week  
period! Each participant will have the oppor-
tunity to audition for specific roles and we will 
culminate our two week course with a fully 
staged performance! 
Instructor: Nathan Jeffrey Herfindahl

Multiplication Mania and Hands-on  
Challenges-Grades 2-4 
 
Do you love math, a bit of friendly competition, 
and hands-on challenges? Come practice 
your multiplication fact fluency in a high  
energy, game focused class. Fact fluency is 
 important because it forms the building blocks 
for higher-level math concepts. When a child 
masters their math facts, these concepts will be 
significantly easier and the student will be bet-
ter equipped to solve them faster. But, why sit 
with worksheets when you can practice with 
friends. You’ll leave this class ready to take on 
your family in friends in games that will help you 
prepare for next year’s math challenges, but 
more importantly won’t leave you needing a 
nap. We will finish each class with a hands-on 
STEM challenge to form connections and chal-
lenge our critical thinking skills. Competition, 
multiplication and a bit of creative engineer-
ing….sounds like a great week to me! 
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

Mexican STEAM Challenge-Grades 2-4 
 
Do you want to make your very own piñata? 
Wouldn't it be fun to make maracas, volcanic 
eruptions, Mexican ponchos and pyramids? 
Each student will create and make their very 
own piñata to bring home. We will also create 
a variety of Mexican themed STEAM  
challenges. 
Instructor: Joan O'Brian



Class Descriptions

Predator and Prey-Grades 2-4 
 
Welcome to the Wild World of Predator and 
Prey! If you are interested in animals and the 
outdoors, this class is perfect for you. We will  
explore the animals living around us and learn 
about the adaptations they have that allow 
them to survive through the day. You will get 
the chance to compare your skills to those of 
these specialized hunters or the swiftness of 
their prey and see how your abilities would 
stack up in the wild. You will also learn about 
limiting factors in the environment luckily 
through fun activities and games and  
compare these to the real life struggles that 
many animals encounter from time to time. In 
addition, we will explore the role humans play 
in the environment and develop a better  
understanding of the ecosystems around us 
and the delicacy we need to treat them with 
in order to help them thrive. Come join us for all 
of this and more in Predator and Prey! 
Instructor: Theresa Clark

Our Side of the Mountain-Grades 2-8 
 
Students will build a connection with the  
outdoors as they create shelters, design and 
buildusing natural objects, and learn more 
about the animals that call our park home!  
We will use the novel "My Side of the Mountain" 
as a starting point to create our own outside 
adventure! 
 
Class is held at Bertram Chain of Lakes Chalet 
off Briarwood Ave in Monticello 
Instructor: Sara Hagen

Origami-The Art of Folding Paper-Grades 4-8 
 
Impress your friends and family by transforming 
paper into anything from a cup to a dragon. 
We will look into the basics of the Japanese art 
form known as origami. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Playing with Paper: Paper Art-Grades 4-7 
 
Come with creativity and leave with a variety 
of personal masterpieces all made using paper 
as our medium. We will explore collage art and 
create our own collages to create a sketch 
book cover with your own personal flair  
displayed on the front. There will be time spent 
traveling the world to see masks of different  
cultures and then we will get messy using 
paper mache to create our own masks. One 
day will be spent challenging the dexterity of 
our fingers as we take on the art of paper  
folding, origami. Some of the other things we 
may dabble in include making paper, creating 
a village of miniature 3-D buildings and layering 
paper to create cards to send to friends. 
Please wear clothes you won't mind getting 
messy, bring any special pictures or magazines 
you may want to include in your personal  
collages though I will have many supplies  
available in class, also bring a water bottle and 
nut-free snack. 
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

Poetry and Music Slam-Grades 6-8 
 
Bring your favorite songs in mind to investigate 
lyrics and pop culture! 
Instructor: Abby Strom



Class Descriptions

The Harry Potter Experience-Grades 4-6 
 
Do you find yourself questioning your status as 
a Muggle? Do you wonder if the OWL post may 
have misplaced your acceptance letter to 
Hogwarts? If so, come get a taste of life as a 
Hogwarts student for a week. Some of the 
things you will experience include making 
wands and constructing castles, taking a virtual 
exploration of Gloucester Castle(the set for 
many scenes from the Hogwarts movies), 
planting edible mandrakes(peanut free),  
practicing our potions and of course, reading 
some of our favorite parts from the texts by J.K. 
Rowling. Come join me for a S.T.E.A.M. filled 
week of wizarding magic. 
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

The Great Desert Island STEM Challeng 
Grades 4-6 
 
A traveler has been stranded on a deserted  
island. You are the only one who can save him! 
Five challenges lie ahead of you that require 
the use of the Engineering Design Process. Your 
skills will construct shelter, help obtain food,  
defend him from pirates and ultimately return 
him to civilization. Are you up to the challenge? 
Instructor: Deb Chapa

Reach for the Stars, Galaxy and Universe! 
Grades 2-4 
 
Do you catch yourself looking up at the stars? 
Do you dream of being a NASA astronauts? 
This class is for you. We will learn about NASA, 
Stars, Galaxy, and the Universe. Each day we 
will learn through discovery, science, art and 
food! We will make rocket ships, moon rocks, 
play Solar System Bingo, make UFO cupcakes 
and Paint Alien Rocks to hide around our  
community. Each day focusing on a new part 
of our Universe. 
Instructor: Stacy Noetzelman

STEM Challenges Fairy Tale Style-Grades 2-4 
 
Have you wanted to know how to make a car-
riage for Cinderella or a zip line for Little Red 
Riding Hood? How about making a parachute 
for Jack to help him up the beanstalk or a 
bridge for the Gingerbread Man? In this class, 
we will explore and create a variety of STEM 
challenges though the eyes of fairy tales. 
Instructor: Joan O'Brian

S T E M



Class Descriptions

Zoo-tastic (Animal Research)-Grades 2-4 
 
In this course you will research an animal to  
include in our class's zoo. You can flex your  
creative skills (digitally or on paper) to create 
an enclosure for your zoo animal AND a pres-
entation about your animal. You will be able to 
teach your classmates about the animal you 
are now an expert in- and you will learn from 
each classmate about their animal! 
Instructor: Stephanie Harding

Why Do They Eat That???!!-Grades 5-8 
 
Learn about Chinese, Korean and Japanese 
food by learning the history and geography of 
the country and learn to cook a fun dish from 
each place! 
Instructor: Kristen Larson

The Physics of Roller Coasters!-Grades 6-8 
 
Have you ever wondered what causes the 
thrills and chills of riding a roller coaster? Believe 
it or not it’s physics and engineering! Using the 
laws of physics and the science of engineering, 
you will be able to build your own successful 
roller coaster. You will get the chance to  
research some real rides and explain the 
physics of the thrills and chills you get on these 
rides! This fun filled week ends with an exciting 
trip to Valleyfair where you will get the chance 
to share what you’ve learned and feel the  
science come to life! 
Instructor: Hannah Wallenta

Welcome to Hogwarts!-Grades 5-7 
 
Have you ever wondered how you would fare 
as a witch or wizard in Hogwarts? Do you feel 
like a muggle meant to be in the wizarding 
world? Come explore life at Hogwarts as clever 
Ravenclaw, brave Gryffindor, loyal Hufflepuff, 
or ambitious Slytherin. Students will take classes 
to create potions, cast spells, and learn the se-
crets of the wizarding world. Hogwarts students 
will perform science experiments, construct 
wands, and create other art to explore their tal-
ents as a witch or wizard. So if you want to put 
your wizarding skills to test, join us for a week of 
exploration and excitement! 
Instructor: Erin Godfrey



InstructorsGabe Severson 
 
My name is Gabe Severson and I am entering my  
Senior year at St. John’s University. I am an Elementary 
Education Major with a 6-8 Life Science endorsement. 
I play lacrosse on the SJU Johnnies Lacrosse team and 
I am also apart of the Male Education club on campus 
as well. I enjoy competing in triathlons with my two best 
friends and am an avid cribbage player with anyone 
who dares to test their skills against me. I also love 
spending time with friends and family. One of my  
favorite things to do is to travel with friends and family 
wherever life takes me. 
 
 
 
Tonya Pierson 
 
Tonya Pierson, Monticello School District. I am mom to 
two wonderful teenagers and live in Maple Lake. My 
passions include horseback riding, ocean time, laugh-
ing every chance I get and kids of all ages! I have lived 
in or by Monticello for the past 18 years and love the 
opportunities our community gives our youth! 
 
 
 
Megan Bateman 
 
I have been an educator for twelve years and hold 
multiple teaching licenses (including a Technology and 
Computer Applications teaching license). For the past 
five years, I have been creating curriculum for Technol-
ogy/Media courses and teaching students K-12 in a  
variety of settings. I am currently a Technology/Media 
Literacy Specialist and Reading Interventionist at a 
STEM school. I also advise our school’s Student News 
Crew. I enjoy tinkering with new technologies, reading, 
listening to music, and dancing. My mission is to em-
power our youth to be innovative designers and critical 
thinkers so that they may make meaningful and joyful  
contributions to our communities. 
 
 
Sara Hagen 
 
I am currently the nature based preschool teacher for 
Monticello School District. My classes are held at 
Bertram Chain of Lakes. 

Stacey J Rosa 
 
My name is Mrs. Rosa and I teach 
challenge classes at Little  
Mountain Elementary such as 
STEAM, writing group, reading 
groups, and challenge math. I 
love reading, doing fun STEAM  
activities, and learning in  
general! I also enjoy traveling 
and playing games with my  
family of 5! 
 
 
 
Justin Walburn 
 
My name is Justin Walburn, I am 
an art teacher that works with 1st 
graders all the way up to 12th 
graders at Maple Lake. I enjoy 
drawing and making comics. In 
my classes at Maple Lake, we 
cover perspective drawing.  
Unfortunately, we don't have 
enough time in the day for every 
student to really get a thorough 
grasp on the concept.With the 
prolonged class time devoted to 
the specific technique, everyone 
who completes the course will be 
able to draw 3D scenes like a 
professional.



InstructorsMarc Olig 
 
Mr. Olig is originally from Sheboygan Wisconsin. He went 
to college at UW Stevens Point and at Bemidji State  
University. He has been teaching for 10 years now. His 
first five years were in Hill City, MN and his latest five 
have been at St. Michael - Albertville where he teaches 
high school science and coaches the Science 
Olympiad team. He has taught Physical Science, 
Physics, Chemistry, Earth Science, Astronomy and 
Forensics among other things. This is his second year 
teaching at NWTA and is excited to be back. He has a 
passion for science and teaching students to be curious 
about the world around them. When he is not teaching 
he is generally doing things with his wife and three 
daughters. This could include housework, biking,  
canoeing or camping. 
 
 
Hannah Prange 
 
My name is Hannah, and I am a Elementary teacher.  
I have a music degree and a great love for the arts.  
I paint and draw as hobbies, and love sharing this with 
others. On the side, I teach harp lessons, hike outside, 
ride my horse, and spend time with my family. 
 
 
Teresa Dotterer 
 
Andiamo! Let's go! My name is Teresa Dotterer I am a 
third grade teacher in the Elk River School District. I have 
been teaching for 14 years. I have taught first, fourth, 
and third grades. I have traveled to Italy and was  
immersed into the Italian culture and want to share 
some of what I experienced along with an exploration 
of other countries through food, crafts, music, language 
and so much more without visiting the countries. 
 
 
Deb Hoaby 
 
My name is Deb Hoaby. After 34 years in the Monticello 
school district, I retired last fall. I taught third grade and 
reading intervention. My favorite part of teaching was 
reading with my students and digging deeply into 
books in which students had personal connections. 
 

Amanda Plude 
 
Amanda Plude is a science 
teacher from Zimmerman Middle 
School. She absolutely LOVES 
BOARD GAMES and is looking to 
teach board gaming wit and 
strategy to young minds. 
Amanda gets together with her 
friends and family multiple times 
per month to have board game 
nights. Her favorite games right 
now are Cryptid, Villainous, and 
Spyfall. 
 
 
 
 
ZoeAnn Allen 
 
Let me introduce myself! 
I am, ZoeAnn Allen, a Science, 
Health and Social Studies 5th 
grade teacher in the Elk River 
School District. This is my 28th year 
of teaching in this district where  
I have also taught 3rd and 4th 
grade. Last summer, I traveled to 
Africa and spent three weeks  
immersed in their culture. I 
learned so much during this  
experience that I wanted to  
create an opportunity for  
students to become acquainted 
with other countries through 
food, music, crafts, languages, 
and so much more without visit-
ing the countries.



InstructorsWalt Boyd 
 
Walt Boyd is a music technologist, performer, educator, 
and producer based in Minneapolis Minnesota.  
He holds both a BA and MFA in Music Composition & 
New Media and was a recipient of the David Swenson 
Percussion Scholarship for continued studies at Berklee 
College of Music. He has performed with a variety of 
ensembles including St. Cloud Symphony Orchestra, 
G.R.E.A.T. Musical Productions, Mankato Symphony  
Orchestra, Zeitgeist New Music Ensemble, and many 
others. Walt is currently an instructor at Hennepin Tech-
nical College in the Audio Production program and has 
10 years of private teaching experience where he 
strives to utilize technology to help students explore new 
ways to perform, collaborate and compose; to  
discover new things about their favorite artists as well 
as discover new ones, and to share the music they love 
with others. 
 
 
Kaitlin Beck 
 
Kaitlin Beck lives in Eden Prairie, MN and is a Middle 
School World Language Teacher in Rogers, MN. She has 
always had a passion for learning about other  
languages and cultures and is so excited to now be 
able to teach them. During the school year she 
teaches Spanish, French, German, and a little Ojibwe 
to 7th and 8th graders. Kaitlin grew up celebrating  
holidays and traditions from the U.S., Italy, Sweden, and 
China. She loves to travel and has been able to visit 5 
other countries around the world. When she is not  
exploring the rest of the world, she loves to spend her 
time in the great outdoors of Minnesota. 
 
 
 
Tony Kortenkamp 
 
My name is Anton Kortenkamp and I have been a  
science teacher at Monticello High School for 14 years. 
I teach Physics and Astronomy in an engaging format 
that involves many exciting and hands on activities. My 
passion is to entertain students while they learn so that 
they will remember their time in science class fondly for 
the rest of their lives. I am also an assistant coach for 
Cross Country and Track at the high school and enjoy 
distance running. 

Austin Gorecki 
 
My name is Austin Gorecki, I was 
a first year teacher at Becker 
Middle School for the school year 
2019-2020. My past experience 
includes; working at the Boys & 
Girls Club of central Minnesota 
for 3 years as their arts coordina-
tor, and artist mentor. While work-
ing there I've worked with the  
St. Cloud Police, working on their 
PAL (Police Activities League) 
program as their Artist Lead.  
I've also been working with 
Foley's Community Ed program,  
teaching/Doing Painting Parties 
each year. 
 
 
Deb Chapa 
 
My name is Deb Chapa and  
I teach reading at Pinewood  
Elementary in Monticello. I have 
taught almost every grade K-6, 
ESL and elementary music.  
Recently, I spent two summers 
teaching and coordinating engi-
neering camps all over the cities. 
I can't wait to meet you at NWTA!



InstructorsLuke Beck 
 
My name is Luke Beck. I teach elementary school in 
Saint Paul Public Schools, but my wife is a teacher in the 
Elk River Area Schools. I've been playing Minecraft since 
it came out! I enjoy watching students learn and grow 
through technology. 
 
 
Nicole Meier 
 
Nicole Meier is a School Psychologist from Annandale 
School District. She has experience with research from 
her undergraduate background in Biology and  
Psychology, as well as graduate work in School Psychol-
ogy. She has a passion for problem solving, critical think-
ing, and encouraging students explore their interests! 
 
 
 
Sara Norman 
 
Hi! My name is Sara Norman and I am the Data  
Specialist for the Becker School District. I also spend part 
of my day as a Reading Specialist and I am the coordi-
nator for the Becker Middle School's Coding Club. 
Teaching and technology are two of my all time  
favorite things, and when they can come together I  
absolutely love it! 
 
 
 
Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp 
 
My name is Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp and I am a 
third grade teacher at Prairie View Elementary and 
Middle School in Otsego. I currently reside in Big Lake 
with my husband and two children. I am just complet-
ing my fifteenth year of teaching in the Elk River School 
District. During the last fourteen years I have taught 
both third and fifth grade, spent a year as an interven-
tion specialist in the Title 1 and ADSIS programs. If I ever 
receive an offer to teach at Hogwarts, I would jump on 
my broom at the chance.

Michelle Thompson 
 
Michelle Thompson has taught in 
the Monticello School District for 
26 years at both elementary and 
middle school levels. She also 
coaches the Monticello Middle 
School Speech Team. She holds 
a BA in Elementary Education 
with Concentrations in Theater, 
Vocal Music and French from the 
College of St. Benedict and a 
Masters Degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction from Saint Mary's 
University. She served on the 
Board of Directors of Buffalo 
Community Theater for 14 years, 
serving as Chair for two of those 
years. She has been acting on 
stage for 38 years. 
 
 
Joan O'Brian 
 
I'm Joan O'Brian from Becker 
Schools. I have taught in Becker 
for 25 years and I love it! Making 
students exited about learning is 
my favorite part of teaching!  
I love fairy tales and STEM. I am  
so excited to meld the two  
together and teach this exciting 
STEM class.



InstructorsAbby Storm 
 
My name is Abby Strom and I teach at 7th Grade English 
at Becker Middle School. I love close reading music  
because it's poetry! In my spare time I enjoy reading, 
going for walks, binge watching Disney+, and spending 
time with family and friends. 
 
 
Theresa Clark 
 
My name is Theresa Clark and I have been a middle and 
high school science teacher for the past 13 years in the 
Elk River School District. I love science, traveling, and the 
outdoors and find that my best experiences are when I 
am out exploring all that nature has to offer. Some of the 
most memorable moments in my life have been when I 
have witnessed animals in the wild-cage diving with 
great white sharks off of South Africa, snorkeling with sea 
turtles and octopus in the Lesser Antilles, watching  
elephants cross the river banks to safety in Botswana, or 
hanging out camping in Northern Minnesota. The natural 
world is an amazing place and I am excited to share it 
with you-come join me! 
 
 
Stacy Noetzelman 
 
My name is Stacy Noetzelman I teach in Otsego at 
Prairie View Elementary School. I have a teaching license 
in 5-8 science. I have taught summer school, GISE and 
GEMS (The Girls in Engineering, Mathematics, and  
Science and Guys in Engineering, Mathematics and  
Science) in Minneapolis and also taken a Teacher cohort 
class with the Bakken Museum. I enjoy investigating new 
things and creating my own experiments. 
 
 
Hannah Wallenta 
 
I am currently a Senior at Bethel University majoring in 
Chemistry Education. I have spent time assisting in  
middle and high school classrooms throughout my time 
in school as I am preparing to graduate and receive my 
license in May. I strive to create an engaging and  
productive environment by promoting targeted learning 
experiences that can be applied to the world outside of 
the classroom.

Erin Godfrey 
 
My name is Erin Godfrey and I 
teach 3rd grade in Monticello.  
I grew up in Eagan where I found 
my love for Harry Potter. The first 
couple books of the series came 
out when I was young and I 
would love sharing them with my 
dad as he read them to me. As I 
became an independent reader, 
we continued to share the books 
as they came out, reading to 
each other. It was a nightly tradi-
tion for my many, many years.  
I have reread the series multiple 
times and always catch some-
thing new each read, which is 
why I think the books are so fasci-
nating. I have a tremendous  
respect for the author J.K. Rowl-
ing. She inspired the love of read-
ing for so many, myself included. 
The wizarding world is endless in 
possibilities! 
 
 
Kristen Larson 
 
Kristen Larson is a Global Studies 
teacher at Rogers Middle School. 
Since 2016 she has travelled to 
Japan twice and has learned 
about East Asian culture and  
heritage all over the USA. She is 
also a licensed FACS teacher 
and is excited to blend Social 
Studies with FACS! We will dig  
in and learn and most impor-
tantly.......EAT!



InstructorsNathan Jeffrey Herfindahl 
 
Nathan Herfindahl is currently in his 6th year teaching vocal 
music at Monticello High School. In addition to directing the 
choirs at MHS, Mr. Herfindahl directs the annual musical and 
directs the One Act Productions. Prior to beginning his teach-
ing career, Mr. Herfindahl was fortunate enough to travel 
throughout the United States, as well as Europe and Asia 
singing. When he is not working, he enjoys golfing, building 
things, and enjoying the outdoors. Mr. Herfindahl lives in  
Annandale with his wife Amy and three children; Bella, 
Dewey, and Aleyna. 

Stephanie Harding 
 
My name is Stephanie Harding, I teach for the Elk River 
School District. I have always loved animals and  
frequently did projects like making my own zoo when I 
was in elementary school! I love integrating technology 
into my teaching. I believe that students learn best when 
they are excited about the content & have a voice and 
choice in how they learn and in how they demonstrate 
their new knowledge.

Jaci Decker 
 
Jaci Decker got her Bachelor of 
Arts in K-12 Vocal/General Music 
Education from the University of 
MN Twin Cities.  She taught music 
in the St. Cloud School District for 
4 years and decided to stay 
home with her children.  For 17 
years she has led the Children’s 
Choir at Riverside Church where 
she has put on several mini musi-
cals.  She has also led their  
Summer Production Boot Camp 
where they put on a musical with 
1st-5th graders in a week every 
summer.  For the past 15 years, she 
has run a piano studio out of her 
home.  Jaci also accompanies 
choirs as well as substitute teaches 
in the Monticello School District.  
Jaci can often be heard saying 
that leading the kids choir and 
Production Boot Camp is her  
favorite thing to do besides being 
a wife to her fabulous husband 
and mom to her 4 children.


